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Rustic Roads Photo Contest at a glance:

• To commemorate the upcoming 30th anniversary of
the Rustic Roads Program and designation of the
100th Rustic Road, WisDOT and the state Depart-
ment of Tourism are sponsoring a Rustic Roads
Photo Contest.

• Amateur photographers must take photos between
June 1 and December 31, 2004 and submit their best
photos to the local municipality that has jurisdiction
over the Rustic Road.

• Photo categories include:  most scenic view on or
along a Rustic Road; historic feature; wildlife or
wildflowers; action photo; man-made structure; and
artistic photo or composition.

• Local governments will review photos and submit up
to three photos in each of six established categories
(maximum of 18 photos per Rustic Road) by January
15, 2005.

• The Rustic Roads Board will ultimately choose one
winner and the top two “runner-ups” in each of the six
categories.

• Municipalities that sponsor an award-winning photo
will receive an 8 by 10-inch autographed and framed
photo.

• Award-winning photographers will receive a plaque/
memento.  All entrants will receive a signed certificate
of appreciation from the WisDOT Secretary.

• Submitted photos will become the property of
WisDOT to be used in future Rustic Road promo-
tional efforts and will generate additional recognition
for photographers and local municipalities (photogra-
phers will be credited).

Official Rustic Roads Photo Contest
Entry Form

(for municipal use)

Municipalities should complete this form and
send it to WisDOT with selected Rustic Road
photos (maximum of 18 photos per Rustic
Road - three photos per category).  Please
arrange photos in a plastic sleeve (suitable for
a three-hole binder), include sufficient padding
and postage.  Entries must be postmarked by
January 15, 2005. June 1 - December 31, 2004

City

Sponsoring municipality

Name of municipal official

Address

State

Daytime phone (including area code)

E-mail address

Rustic Road number(s) where photos were
taken (i.e. R-25)

Zip

Mail photos to:
Jane Carrola, Rustic Roads Coordinator

WisDOT, Room 933
4802 Sheboygan Avenue

Madison, WI  53705

Rustic Roads
Photo Contest



Since the first Rustic Road was designated in 1975, the
Rustic Roads program has remained one of Wisconsin’s
most successful and longest-lasting state-local partner-
ships.  To commemorate the upcoming 30th anniversary
of the program and as we approach designation of the
100th Rustic Road, the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation and Department of Tourism are sponsor-
ing a Rustic Roads Photo Contest.

Amateur photographers, local civic, social and school
groups are invited to submit Rustic Road photos to the
local government (township, village or city) in which the
road is located.  The state’s Rustic Roads Board will
ultimately select award-winning photos.  Photos will be
used as part of Rustic Road promotional efforts including
Web sites and booklets, generating additional local
recognition and potential tourism benefits.

Photo categories

The six photo categories cover various attributes seen
on or from a Rustic Road:

• most scenic view;
• best complementary historic feature;
• wildlife or wildflowers;
• best action photo (hiking, biking, etc);
• best man-made structure (barn, house, etc);
• best artistic photo or composition (use of light,

shadows or angles).

Entry format

• Amateur photographers, civic groups, schools
and others must submit photos to the local
municipality where the Rustic Road is located.
Please use the “picture information” labels
provided to local governments and label each
photo.

• Photos must be taken between June 1 and
December 31, 2004.  Photographers should
submit 4 by 6-inch photos.  (Photos will
become the property of WisDOT).

• Local governments will review the photos and
will submit to WisDOT a maximum of three
photos per category (18 total per road).

• Municipalities are asked to mail photos in a
plastic sleeve (suitable for a three-hole
binder).

• Submissions from municipalities are due to
WisDOT by January 15, 2005.

• The state’s Rustic Roads Board will select
award-winning photos in each category.

• Local governments that submit award-
winning photos will receive a framed 8 by 10-
inch print signed by the photographer.

• Award-winning photographers will receive a
plaque/memento.  All participating photogra-
phers will receive a signed certificate of
appreciation from the WisDOT Secretary.

Contest rules

• Photos must be of the road or taken from the
road.

• Photos may either be digital or 35 mm; local
governments must submit 4 by 6-inch prints
(no electronic attachments).

• All submissions must be original, unpublished
photographs and solely created by the
submitting entrant.  Said photo should not
infringe on intellectual property, copyright or
right of privacy of any third party.  No alter-
ation or enhancing by computer or otherwise,
morphing or re-touching or original print, slide
or digital image is permitted.

• Submitting entrant must respect rules of the
road and private property.  Caution must be
exercised when taking photos.  By participat-
ing, entrants agree that the Wisconsin
Department of Transportation, Department of
Tourism, Rustic Roads Board and the
sponsoring municipality(ies) have no liability
whatsoever for, and shall be held harmless by
entrants (and if entrant is a minor, entrant’s
parent/legal guardian) against any liability, for
any injuries, losses or damages of any kind to
person or property resulting in whole or in
part, directly or indirectly, from participation in
said contest.

• Participation in photo contest implies consent
for WisDOT/Dept. of Tourism to use photos in
future Rustic Road promotional efforts
including Web sites and booklets.

Celebrating Wisconsin’s Rustic Roads

30 years of local/state partnerships

Some 100 Rustic Roads

Over 540 miles of scenic roadways

Roads in 53 counties

Photography tips

• Be safe!  Park safely off the road and be alert
for other vehicles.

• Plan ahead and take your best photos from
various angles.

• Shoot a close-up and a context photo when
possible to provide greater alternatives.

• Pay attention to light sources and shadows.
• Consider a roadway reference in photo

foreground or background such as the Rustic
Road sign or town road sign/name.

• Only very high quality digital photos are
competitive.

• All photos become property of WisDOT/Dept. of
Tourism and will not be returned.  Photogra-
phers will be credited.  There will be no further
compensation.

• For  award-winning photos, negatives must be
available or dpi high resolution enough for an 8
by 10-inch reproduction.

• WisDOT, the Department of Tourism and the
Rustic Roads Board are not responsible for lost,
late, stolen, damaged or undelivered entries.

• Decisions of the Rustic Roads Board are final
and binding.


